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Isaurian (717-40), the greater part of his powers had been transferred to other 
officials. Later the Mastership became a mere title of rank. 

The monograph is an excellent piece of work. It is scholarly in method 
and convincing in argument. The author shows admirable command of 
the mass of material pertaining to the subject and threads his way through the 
intricacies of the imperial administration with nice discrimination. 

G. J. Laing 
University or Chicago 



Museo di Villa Giulia, I. By Alessandro Della Seta. 17.50X 
12.50 cm. Pp. xiv+543. 64 plates. Rome. Danesi. 30 Lire. 

Although dated 1018 the first volume of the Guide to the Villa Giulia 
Museum by Alessandro Della Seta has only just appeared. It has been awaited 
with eager anticipation, for the fact that it came from such a master of the 
subject guaranteed its value and good scholarship. 

The scope of this museum is to exhibit the finds made around Rome and 
in the valley of the Tiber belonging to the early historical period, and thus 
in the words of the writer "to give the most complete and organic picture of the 
ancient civilisation." Much has been written at various times about the sub- 
ject, as the exhaustive bibliography appended to the description of each object 
shows, but what was needed was a detailed catalogue of the material as a whole, 
a statement as to the exact provenance, and a resumption of the knowledge 
already gained, to form a basis for future work along these lines. This the 
author has ably provided and he has thereby earned the gratitude of every 
student. 

The Guide opens with a description of the Papal Villa, its frescoes and deco- 
rations, with a complete bibliography and with twenty-five plates showing its 
present appearance and three reproductions from ancient prints. How fortu- 
nate the museum is in its unique setting only those who have visited it can realize ; 
the stately architecture of the building, the frescoes by Taddeo Zucchero and 
other artists, the quaint nymphaeum and the garden, a fragrant riot of roses, 
syringas, myrtle, and pinks, impart a charm and attraction which is almost 
bewildering by its very beauty. 

The ground floor is excellently arranged in topographical order, but a few 
objects placed at the entrance to the long series of rooms illustrate funeral rites 
and the weapons, etc., found in the tombs. Here the difference is well marked 
between the earlier cremation burials with their meager selection of vases and 
arms and the later inhumation graves, where not only are the accompanying 
objects richer, but the receptacle itself gradually develops from the rudely 
hollowed tree trunk to the terra cotta sarcophagus from Cervetri, a fitting 
companion piece to those, also from Cervetri, in the Louvre and the British 
Museum. 
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The author gives an excellent account of the various types of tombs and 
cinerary urns arranged in the first rooms on the upper floor, and the notice of 
any object of special importance is inclosed within lines to distinguish it from 
the rest of the text. Then follows a description of the vases, completed by a 
careful bibliography which will materially assist the student. Here, however, 
one is more sensible of the lack of that desideratum of every museum catalogue 
— a representation of each object: an adequate plate would be, of course, the 
ideal method, but even an outline drawing is of great assistance. One also 
regrets that the inscriptions were not reproduced in facsimile, as the exact 
style of the characters is all important in dating and even in attributing the 
vase. 

It is an incalculable gain to know the exact provenance of the finds, and 
the excavations at Montarano, Narce, Monte S. Angelo, etc., provided a rich 
harvest. 

Returning to the ground floor, one reaches the unique collection of Italic 
terra cotta revetments ranging from the sixth to the second century B.C. and 
demonstrating the sumptuous polychrome decoration of the temples. The 
author wisely begins by discussing the Italic temple in general, of which there 
is a model in the grounds, which must, however, be accepted with some reserve. 
Owing to careful excavations it is now possible to understand the location of 
these fragments and mentally to reconstruct the temples at different epochs. 
The splendid fifth-century decoration of the Temple "of Mercury" at Falerii, 
with its central acroterium 1 and antefixes of dancing satyrs and maenads, the 
superb third-century ornamentation of the Temple "of Apollo,"" that of Juno 
Curitis with the revetments from the larger and smaller temples reveal the 
magnificence of a single small town somewhat slightlingly mentioned by the 
prejudiced historian of the conquering Romans. 

From numerous other sites, Aletrium, Signia, Antenmae, come more or less 
complete pediment statues, antefixes, and friezes, while the Temple of Diana 
of Nemi has furnished the sole example of a bronze revetment. Yet the most 
remarkable finds of all are those from the Temple of Mater Matuta at Satricum. 
The remains from the earliest, sixth-century, edifice are scanty, but the fifth- 
century restoration has provided a wealth of material, above all, the heads of 
warriors and Persians ( ?) from slabs in high relief , which are extraordinary in 
their lifelike realism. These thorough and systematic excavations have added 
so immensely to our knowledge of that period of Italian history that we realize 
the more how much we have lost through the careless and often clandestine 
character of the excavations of such important sites as Orvieto and Cervetri, 
and the dispersal of the material in many scattered museums outside the 
country. Unfortunately throughout the catalogue no measurements are given; 
this is a serious omission, because no work of reconstruction can be undertaken 

'Mrs. Strong, JRS, IV (1914), 173, Fig. 21. 

' Taylor and Bradshaw, PBSR, VHI (1916), 1-34, with a clever reconstruction. 
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without a knowledge of the exact dimensions, and in the case of a statuette or 
vase one is deprived of a useful means of comparison with specimens in other 
collections. 

Among the greatest treasures of the museum are the contents of the Bar- 
berini Tomb at Praeneste which have been often described but still await a 
comprehensive publication. The author enumerates the bronze tripods and 
vessels, the silver bowls, the gold granulated work which rivals that from the 
Regolini-Galassi Tomb at Cervetri, 1 and the ivories, among which is the curious 
group of the lion who scrunches the leg of a small human being extended along 
the beast's back, with his long hair strewn out behind his head. This group, 
with the curious attitude of the dead body, recalls the similar specimen from 
the Regolini-Galassi Tomb 3 and a fragment in the Ashmolean Museum, where 
the dead man lies in the same position. The rich and varied collection demon- 
strates the advanced stage of civilization reached by the rulers of Praeneste at 
that period, and, above all, it clearly proves the well-established commercial 
relations which they enjoyed with the Orient as regards both imported goods 
and the foreign artists who came to work in the country and profit by such 
an advantageous local market. 

Around the room are arranged mirrors and cistae of the fourth to second 
centuries, many of them interesting for the subjects engraved upon them, and 
also for the exquisite workmanship of the figure groups forming the handles 
and feet. Pre-eminent among them is the cista Ficoroni, recently transferred 
from the Museo Kircheriano, in which the story depicted, the skilful ordinance 
of the figures in the field, the beautiful draughtsmanship, and the fact that cer- 
tain of the figures recur in vase paintings, as for example on a vase in the Hope 
Collection, render probable the suggestion of a Polygnotan derivation. 

The book is completed by an additional bibliography, a comparatively 
accurate index, and clear and well-chosen plates. The lucidity and clearness 
of style displayed in the text are such as we should expect from this able scholar, 
and the work will be indispensable to anyone studying the early civilization of 
Latium. 

E. Douglas Van Buren 
Rome 



A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical 
Research. By A. T. Robertson. Third Edition. New York: 
George H. Doran Company, 1919. Pp. lxxxvi+ 1454. $7 . 50. 

The publication of a third edition of Professor Robertson's Grammar 
only five years after its first appearance bears renewed evidence of the fact that 
it has filled a real want and that it already has displaced its predecessors and 

" C. Densmore Curtis, Ancient Granulated Jewellery, in Memoirs of the American 
Academy in Rome, I (1917), 63-85, Pis. 16-19. 

3 C. Densmore Curtis, in Diss. Pontif. Accad., Series 2, XIII (1919). 



